




the laboratory that performs the Oncotype DX® test. 
This means that you will NOT have to go through 
any additional surgery or procedure to get the 
Oncotype DX test.

Is the Oncotype DX Test Reliable?
The Oncotype DX test has been studied in many 
different clinical trials with more than 4,000 women, 
demonstrating its accuracy and consistency. 
To learn more about these trials, please visit 
www.oncotypeDX.com. In addition, to obtain a 
precise and accurate measure, the 21 genes in the 
Oncotype DX test are measured three separate times 
in each woman’s tumor sample. 

When Should the Oncotype DX 
Test Be Done?
It is important for your doctor to request the 
Oncotype DX test before starting any treatment 
with chemotherapy, since the Oncotype DX test is 
intended to help determine whether or not you are 
likely to benefit from chemotherapy in addition to 
your hormonal treatment. If you do not know the 
stage of your breast tumor or the estrogen receptor 
or nodal status, please check with your doctor.

How Long Will it Take to Get the Results of 
the Oncotype DX Test?
It will typically take 10 to 14 days from the date the 
tumor sample is received by Genomic Health® for the 
results to be available. The Oncotype DX test results 
are sent to your doctor so that he or she can discuss 
the results with you and answer your questions. 

How Do I Get the Oncotype DX Test?
The Oncotype DX test can only be ordered by a 
licensed healthcare professional, such as your 
doctor. You may wish to share this brochure with your 

doctor and ask if Oncotype DX may be 
of benefit to you.

Deborah, athlete and 
animal rehabilitation specialist
Diagnosed with breast cancer in 2007



“Before my
Oncotype DX® test, the people 

at Genomic Health called to tell me 
that they had taken care of the insurance 
paperwork for me so I wouldn’t have to 

worry about that. Three days later, I heard 
from Genomic Health that my insurance 

would cover the cost of the test, 
long before I ever heard back from 

the insurance company itself. 
It was quite a relief, given all of 

the other stress.”

Is the Oncotype DX Test Covered 
by Insurance?
Yes, most insurance carriers, including Medicare, 
Aetna, CIGNA, United Healthcare, Kaiser Permanente, 
Anthem/WellPoint, Humana, Blue Cross Federal, and 
many others cover the Oncotype DX test for eligible 
patients. Genomic Health has a comprehensive program 
to assist you throughout the entire reimbursement 
process. Every eligible woman should have access to 
Oncotype DX regardless of her financial situation, so our 
Genomic Assistance Program (GAP) offers:

	 •	Financial assistance for all patients who qualify
	 •	Financial assistance for uninsured and
		  underinsured patients
	 •	For women with insurance, GAP can determine
		  up front whether your plan covers the test
	 •	Prior authorization from your insurance
		  company (if required)
	 •	Processing of your claim when the test is 
		  complete (as required)
	 •	Assistance throughout the appeal process 
		  if your claim is denied (at your or your 
		  doctor’s request)

Suzie, retired ecomonics professor 
and sailing enthusiast
Diagnosed with breast cancer in 2007



For specific insurance and financial-aid questions,  
please contact Genomic Health® Customer Service at 

(866) ONCOTYPE (866-662-6897) and we will be 
happy to assist you.

For additional resources and information,  
please visit www.mytreatmentdecision.com  

or www.oncotypedx.com

List of Terms

Cancer: A term for diseases in which abnormal cells divide 
without control or order. Cancer cells can invade nearby 
tissues and can spread through the bloodstream and lymph 
nodes to other parts of the body.

Cell: The smallest unit of tissues that make up any living 
thing. Cells have a very specialized structure and function.

Chemotherapy: Treatment with drugs, given intravenously 
(in the vein), orally (by mouth), and by other routes of 
administration, to kill or slow the growth of cancer cells. 
These drugs are toxic to cancer cells and to normal cells. 
Due to the toxic nature of many of these drugs to all cells, 
chemotherapy can result in mild-to-severe side effects.

Clinical Trial: A research study where patients help 
scientists evaluate ways to prevent, detect, diagnose or 
treat diseases.

Early-Stage Breast Cancer: A term that can be used to 
describe stage I and II, lymph node-negative breast cancer.

Estrogen Receptor (ER): A protein that may be present 
on certain cells to which estrogen molecules can attach. 
The term “ER positive” means a woman’s cancer cells are 
sensitive to estrogen.

Elizabeth, mother and jewelry designer
Diagnosed with breast cancer in 2005



Gene: The basic unit of heredity found in most cells of 
the body.

Genomics: The study of complex sets of genes, their 
expression (level of activity), and their effects on biology.

Hormonal Treatment: The use of specific drugs, such as 
tamoxifen or aromatase inhibitors, to reduce or regulate 
the production or effects of hormones in the body.

Human Epidermal Growth Factor Receptor 2 (HER2): A 
protein that appears in the cancer cells of some women 
with breast cancer. A woman whose tumor has greater-
than-normal levels of HER2 is considered HER2 positive. 
A woman whose tumor has normal levels of HER2 is 
considered HER2 negative. 

Lumpectomy: A surgical procedure that removes a 
localized mass of tissue, including the breast cancer 
tumor and a small amount of tissue surrounding 
the tumor.

Lymph Nodes: Small bean-shaped organs (sometimes 
called lymph glands); part of the lymphatic system. 
Lymph nodes under the arm drain fluid from the chest 
and arm. During surgery, some underarm lymph nodes are 
removed to help determine the stage of breast cancer.

Mastectomy: A surgical procedure to remove all or part of 
the breast.

Newly Diagnosed: A term used to describe breast cancer 
that has recently been identified.

Node-Negative Breast Cancer: Breast cancer that has not 
spread to the lymph nodes.

Node-Positive Breast Cancer: Breast cancer that has 
spread to the lymph nodes. 

Progesterone Receptor (PR): A protein that may be 
present on certain cells to which progesterone molecules 
can attach. The term “PR positive” refers to tumor cells 
that contain the progesterone receptor protein. These 
cells are generally sensitive to hormone therapy.

Staging: A classification system for breast cancers based 
on the size of the tumor, whether the cancer has spread to 
the lymph nodes, and whether the cancer has spread to 
other sites in the body (metastasis).

Tumor: Tissue growth where the cells that make up the 
tissue have multiplied uncontrollably. A tumor can be 
benign (non-cancerous) or malignant (cancerous).

Susan, art teacher and grandmother
Diagnosed with breast cancer in 2004

Linda, human resources manager 
and active volunteer 

Diagnosed with breast cancer in 2006




